Agreement of joint thesis supervision
between 
RWTH Aachen University 
[bookmark: Text48]and 
 [insert name of partner institution]     .

Between

RWTH Aachen University (KöR), for its faculty:  [insert name of faculty]    
[bookmark: MerkPosIDE]represented by Univ.-Prof. Dr. rer. nat. Dr. h. c. mult. Ulrich Rüdiger, Rector, Templergraben 55, 52062 Aachen (Germany)
hereinafter referred to as “RWTH”


and

· [bookmark: Text1][bookmark: Text4][bookmark: Text2] [insert name of institution]     ,  [insert institution address]     , 
hereinafter referred to as  [insert abbreviation/ acronym]    ,
[bookmark: Text3]represented by  [insert name], [insert position]    ,
 
jointly referred to as the ‘the partner institutions’ 
and

· [bookmark: Text5]    [insert name of doctoral student]    , hereinafter referred to as ‘the doctoral student’,

in which the aforementioned parties are jointly referred to as ‘the parties’,


· conforming to the regulations in force in Germany;

·  [insert legislation in force in partner institution's country/region]
·  [insert partner institution's regulations]   

· [bookmark: Text7][bookmark: Text8]and in due observance of the readiness on the part of professors  [insert name of RWTH's doctoral supervisor]     (RWTH) and  [insert name of partner institution's doctoral supervisor] (partner institution)      to assume supervision of the joint thesis sponsorship as thesis advisors; 


the following has been agreed:

Article 1 – JOINT THESIS SUPERVISION
The partner institutions hereby agree that they shall assume joint responsibility for the supervision of the doctoral student’s doctoral research project, the organisation of the doctoral examination and the award of a doctoral degree.


Doctoral student’s personal details:
[bookmark: Text9]Surname and first name:      .
[bookmark: Text12]Official address (for correspondence):      
[bookmark: Text10]Date of birth:      
[bookmark: Text13]Place of birth:      
[bookmark: Text11]Nationality:      


Article 2 – SUPERVISION OF THE DOCTORAL STUDENT
The doctoral student shall be supervised by the following thesis advisors:

· At the RWTH: 
· [bookmark: Text14]Name:   [insert title, first name, surname]    
· [bookmark: Text15]Faculty or Department:      
· [bookmark: Text16]Position:      

· [bookmark: Text17]At  [insert name of partner institution]    : 
· [bookmark: Text18]Name:  [insert title, first name, surname]    
· [bookmark: Text19]Faculty or Department:      
· [bookmark: Text20]Position:      

The two thesis advisors undertake to assume fully their responsibilities as the doctoral student’s supervisors, which include holding consultations when required so as to be able to assess the progress being made in the research project.


Article 3 – ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS – DOCTORAL THESIS SUBJECT
The doctoral student must meet the general admission requirements according to the doctoral regulations of both partner institutions.

Furthermore, the doctoral student has to be admitted to the doctoral program by both partner institutions: 

· At the RWTH: 
· [bookmark: Text21]admission to the doctoral program “Center for Doctoral Studies”  [insert official title of the doctoral program (discipline) or delete]    
· [bookmark: Text22]on the following date:  [at the RWTH: insert Faculty Council meeting date]     up to    [insert date]   

· [bookmark: Text23]At   [insert name of partner institution]   : 
· [bookmark: Text24]admission to the doctoral program in   [insert official title of the doctoral program (discipline)]   
· [bookmark: Text25]on the following date:       up to    [insert date]   


The subject of the doctoral thesis is:
  [insert thesis subject]    


Article 4 – ENROLMENT AND STUDENT SERVICE FEE
The doctoral student is required to (re-)register as a doctoral student at the RWTH and to pay the fixed student service fee for each semester, during which she/he is pursuing her/his doctoral studies mainly at RWTH. This compulsory fee including public transport in and around Aachen is not a tuition fee. Enrolment is compulsory from the moment this agreement takes effect.

[bookmark: Text27]  [insert partner institution's regulations regarding enrolment and registration fees]    


Article 5 – AWARD OF THE DEGREE
If the doctoral student has passed the joint doctoral examination successfully, the partner institutions jointly award the following degrees which are given alternate not cumulated:

· Doktor  [insert title of degree ]    
· [bookmark: Text30] [insert title of degree ]     

The diplomas shall be signed by the heads of the partner institutions, mentioning the joint sponsorship of the degree. They will be handed out to the doctoral student after publication of the thesis. The publication takes place according to the doctoral regulations of  [insert faculty]     of RWTH and   [insert regulations of partner institution]   .


Article 6 – INSURANCE COVER
The doctoral student takes all necessary steps in order to arrange health insurance, insurance cover against physical injuries and third party liability whilst performing his or her duties within the framework of the doctoral research project at the two partner institutions, in accordance with the national and institutional rules and regulations in force.


Article 7 – RESEARCH AT PARTNER INSTITUTION
The doctoral student shall spend alternate or consecutive research periods at both partner institutions. A research period should be at least one semester. The institutions jointly decide the anticipated number and duration of stays in both institutions for the preparation of the thesis as follows:

RWTH:   [insert dates]    

  [ partner institution]   :    [insert dates]   



Article 8 – FINANCIAL PROVISIONS
Any contribution towards the costs related to periods of research spent at the partner institution, attendance of national and international conferences, the organisation of the doctoral defense, and other costs specific to the doctoral program shall be discussed and determined in mutual agreement between the thesis advisors from each of the partner institutions.


Article 9 – THESIS DEFENSE COMMITTEE
The thesis defense committee set up for the evaluation (doctoral thesis and the defense of the thesis) shall be composed by mutual consent between the partner institutions following the recommendations of the two Deans (or equivalents), in accordance with the regulations in force at the institutions. The examination board shall consist of a minimum of two members from each institution.

Furthermore it consists of:
· at least four members including both thesis advisors
· 100% of professors or equivalent
· same number of persons from both countries
· the president of the jury/committee must be a professor or equivalent


Article 10 – EVALUATION OF THE THESIS
RWTH: The Dean names at least two reviewers for the evaluation of the thesis, one of them being the German thesis advisor. In addition, an oral examination is carried out on the subject of the thesis and other fields studied during the preparation of the thesis.

  [insert regulations of partner institution]   

The two institutions, by means of the Deans, exchange any relevant piece of information and all documents relevant to the organisation of the joint sponsorship described in the present agreement without infringement of third-party-rights.

If the partner institution rejects the thesis according to its regulations, the doctoral student can finish the thesis and receive the degree under the rules of the  [insert faculty]     of RWTH.

This may also apply in the reverse case.  [can be deleted, if partner institution rejects this rule]    


Article 11 – DOCTORAL THESIS DEFENSE
The oral defense of the doctoral thesis shall take place at one of the partner institutions (in principle this is the home institution) but is recognised by all institutions involved.
[bookmark: Text33]In the present case the oral defense will take place at  [insert name of institution and anticipated date]     .


Article 12 – LANGUAGE

DOCTORAL THESIS:

[bookmark: Text34]The doctoral thesis shall be written in  [insert language: German or English]     .

[bookmark: Text35]An abstract of the doctoral thesis shall be supplied in   [insert language German/English/etc.]   .


DEFENSE:

[bookmark: Text36]The defense of the doctoral thesis is to take place in  [insert language: German or English]    .

The grades for thesis and defense will be assigned under the rules of the doctoral regulations of  [insert faculty]     of RWTH and   [insert regulations of partner institution]   .


Article 13 – INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
The parties agree to respect one another`s intellectual property (hereinafter “IP”). Intellectual property, including but not limited to knowledge, results, findings, know how, (confidential) information, whether they can be protected or not by intellectual or industrial property rights (such as but not limited to patent rights), including copyrights on scientific publications, developed on the basis of the doctoral program undertaken by the doctoral student during the course of this agreement, belongs to the University where the doctoral student has generated the IP in accordance with the respective policies of the  respective University. Copyrights in regard to the thesis belong to the doctoral student.


Any IP developed by one or more members of staff of a Party in connection with the purpose of the agreement shall be the sole and exclusive property of that Party. Any IP developed by several employees of both parties, shall be the joint property of the parties. The parties shall conclude a separate agreement on the use and exploitation of such joint IP.


Article 14 – CONFIDENTIALITY

Each Party warrants that it will use any information provided under this agreement only in connection with the purpose of this agreement. Each Party shall treat any information and / or data provided in terms of this agreement as a trade secret entrusted to it and shall not make any such information and / or data accessible to a Third Party. Each Party warrants that it will exercise the same level of care to maintain confidentiality as it does with regard to its own information and / or data of similar importance, but in any event it will exercise at least a reasonable degree of care unless the same has already been in the public domain.



Article 15 – COMMENCEMENT AND VALIDITY OF THE AGREEMENT
[bookmark: Text38][bookmark: Text39]The present agreement shall take effect on  [insert date]     and expire on  [insert date]     at the latest. The thesis may be finished up to this expiration date.
In the event the doctoral student has failed to defend his or her doctoral thesis before this date, the agreement may be extended by common consent.


Article 16 – VALIDITY OF THE AGREEMENT AND SETTLEMENTS OF DISPUTES
The stipulations of this agreement may not conflict with the provisions of the regulations at the RWTH, nor with the supplementary faculty regulations regarding the conferring of doctoral degree at the RWTH faculty where the doctoral project takes shape.

[bookmark: Text40]The stipulations of this agreement may not conflict with  [insert partner institution's regulations]    .

In case of dispute between the partners that may affect the continuation of the doctoral research, the rectors or their delegates will mediate. The partners shall exert their best efforts to arrive at a solution by mutual consent or mediation.

This agreement shall be governed by German law to the exclusion of the UN Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods and without reference to conflict of law principles. 

In case the dispute cannot be solved by amicable discussions, the dispute shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the courts in the country of the defending Institution. The defending Institution is the institution against whom the first claim has been lodged. The courts of the country of the defending Institution are subsequently exclusively competent to deal with any and all claims related to the first claim.

If individual provisions of this contract are wholly or partially invalid or void, or ineffective or void as a result of changes in the law or by supreme jurisdiction or otherwise or if this contract has gaps, the parties agree that the remaining provisions of this contract remain unaffected and valid. In this case, the parties undertake, in accordance with the principle of good faith, to replace the invalid provision with an effective provision which comes as close as possible to the meaning and purpose of the invalid provision and which the parties are to assume at the time of the conclusion of the contract if they had known or foreseen the invalidity or nullity. The same applies if this contract should contain a gap.




[bookmark: Text41]Drawn up in Aachen in four original copies,  [insert date]    ,





Univ.-Prof. Dr.rer.nat. Dr. h.c. mult. U. Rüdiger
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Rector RWTH Aachen University			  [insert partner instituion's equivalent]   



Univ.-Prof. Dr.				
Dean										  [insert partner instituion's equivalent]   



Univ.-Prof. Dr.
Thesis Advisor					  [insert partner instituion's equivalent]   

[bookmark: _GoBack]

  [insert name of doctoral student]   
Doctoral student
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